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THE 


Fulfilling of Pzophecies: 


« OR THE 


PROPHECIES 


AND 


PREDICTIONS 


Of the late Learned and Reverend 


JAMES USHER> 
' Id, Archbiſhop of Armagh, 


And Lord Primate of: IRELAND: 
Relating to ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, and IRELAND. 


Licenſed and Entred according to Order. 


Hough 1n theſe latter Ages of the Church, many 
Learned and Pious Men, have made it a queſti- 
on, whether God now ſpeaks to any by a pro- 
pherick Spiritz yer ſurely 'rwere a great Bold- 
neſs and Preſumption for any peremptorlly to 

determine that he does not ; for though ir muſt be acknow- 

ledged, thar theſe ways of God's revealing himſelf, are leſs 
frequent in theſe laſt and worſt times , fince the great Reaſon 
aſſigned for the frequency of Miracles and Revelation in the 
firſt Ages of the Church, wz.-(tor converting men to, and 
contorming them 1n the Chriſtian Faith, 1s in a great mea- 
fare ceaſed ; For we have now a more ſure wo'd of Teſtimny, as 
the Apoſile Saint Peter ſays, to wit, the written word of God : 

Wherein we have the Chriſtian Dodrine diſplayed, rogerher 

with the Lives, Miracles, and Examples of our Saviour and 

his Apoſtles, Bur there 1s nothing has brought che matter of 

Prophecy and Revelation {o much into queſtion, as the Frauds 

and Forgerics of Lying Popth Pricſts, who by counterfcir 

Miracles have ſtrove cach one to eſtabliſh rheir ſeveral Orders; 

or for the magnitying their particular Saints, Patrons, or Pa- 

tronefles, have filled che World with moſt ridiculous and ab- 
ſurd Scorics of pretended Miracles; But God be thanked, 
the Aucrhour we have here propoſed is removed far enough 
from the Exception that may be juſtly raken againſt thoſe we 
were ſpeaking of, being a Perſon ot that known Learning, 

Piety, and Integrity 3 tor all which he 15 famed through the 
Chriſtian World, char 'twould be needlets as well as impoſſi- 

ble for me to recommend him. 

Now to confirm what I have been ſaving, that the Spirit of 
Prophecy has nor wholly lett che world, even 1n this Age, I 
have here propoſed this great Man, Archbiſhop Uſher, for an 
Example, as 1t 1s deltvered by Dr. Bernard, Chaplain ro the 
Archbiſhop. And certainly let any Man lay atide Prejudice, 
and rctle& on what has been already accompliſhed, as ro his 
own. particular, as well as in ſome part to Ire/and formerly, 
and what 15 now ſadly tulfhiling in that miſcrable Kingdom, 
and he will bc forced to contels, that this holy Man was in- 
iced a Propi:ct, ; 


The Author of the Life of chis Excellent and Worthy Pri- 
mare and Archbiſhop, gives an Account, that among other 
extraordinary gifts and graces, which ir pleaſed rhe Almigh- 
ry to beſtow upon him, he was wonderfully endued with a 
Spirit of Prophecy, whereby he gave out ſeveral rue Pre- 
ditions and Prophefies of things a great while before they 
came to paſs, whereot ſome we have 7 fulfilled, and others 
remain yet to be accompliſhed. And though he was one that 
abhorr'd Enthufiaſtick Notions, bejng too Learned, Rarional, 
and knowing, to admit of ſuch idle Freaks and Whimties, 
yer he profeſt, That ſeveral times in his Life he had many things 
umpreſt upon his mind, concerning future Events, with ſo much 
warmneſs and importunity, that he was not able to beep them ſecret, 
but lay under an unavoidable neceſſity to make them hnown. 

From which Spirit he forerold che Triſh Rebellion Forty 
years before it came to paſs,with the very time when it ſhould 
break forth, in a Sermon Preached in Dublin in 1601. where 
from Ezeb. 4. 6. Diſcourſing concerning the Prophets bearing the 
Iniquity of Judah forty days, the Lord therein appointed a day for 4 
year , be made this dire Application in Relation t1 the conntuance 
at Pypery at that time. From this year (ſays he) wil] I reckon 
the 1:n of Ireland, that thoſe whom you now imbrace, ſhall be 
your Ruine, and you ſhall bear this Iniquiry, Which Predidi- 
on proved exatly true; for from that time 1601. to the year 1641. 
was juſt forty years, in which it ts n1toriouſly known, that the Re- 
bellion and Deſtruf1n of Ireland happened, which was ated by 
thoſe Popiſh Prieſts, and other Papiſts; who were then connived at. 
And of this Sermon the Bithop reſerved che Notes, and put # 
Note thereof in the margent of his Bible, and tor 20 years 
before he (till lived 1n the expeRation of che fylflling there- 
of,” and rhe nearer rhe time was, the more confident he was, 
that ic was near accompliſhment, though there was no vitihle 
appearance of any ſuch thing 3 and (lays Dr. Bernard) Toe 
year before the Rebellion broke forth, the Biſhop taking his leave 
of me, being then going from ireland to England, he adviſed me 
to 4 ſerims preparation, for I ſhould ſee heary ſorrows ani miſeries 


before I ſaw him again; wc? he delivered with as great confi- 
| 


dences 


[2] 


dence, as if he had ſeen it with his Eyes , which ſeems to verifie 
that of the Prophet, Amos 3. 7. Surely che Lord will do no- 
thing but he will reveal it to his Servants the Prophers. 

From this Spirit of Propheſic, he foreſaw the Changes and 
Miſeries of England in Church and State, for having in one of his 
Byoks. (called De Prim. Eccl, Beit.) given a.large account of the 
deſtrultion of the Church and Stare of the Bricains by the Saxons, 
about 550years after Chriſt, he gives rhis among other Reaſons, 
_ he infiſted fo largely upon it, thar he foreſaw that a like 
Tudgment was yet behind , if timely Repentance and R:Formation 
did mt prevent it ; and he would often mourn upon the foreſight-of 
this long before it came. 

From this Spirit he gave mournſull intimations of the Death of 
6ur late Soverertgn Chatles the Firſt, of whom he would be . mw 
ſpeaking with fear andtrembling, even when the King had the 
paw ſacceſs; and would (therefore conflantly pray, and gaze all 
advice poſſible to prevent any ſuch thing. 

-, From this Spirit, he foreſaw his 9wn Poverty in worldly things, 
and this he would cften ſpeak of with admiration to che hea- 
rers, when he was in his greateſt Proſperity, which the event 
did moſt certainly verifie, 

From this Spirit, he predifed the Diviſions and Confuſions in 
England in matters of Religion, and the ſad conſequents thereof, 
ſome of which we have ſeen fulfilled, *gnd 1 pray Gad the reſt which 
he feared may nat alſ» be actowpliſhey' upon us. © 

Laſtly, from this Spirit he #foreteld, That the greateſt ſtrobe 
upon the Reformed Churches was yet to come 3 ind that the time 
o the utter Ruine of the See of Rome ſhould be when ſhe thought 

er ſelf moſt ſecure : And as to this Jaſt, T ſhall add « brief Ac- 
count from the Perſons own hand who was concerned theyein, wi:ich 
followerh in theſe words ; +- _ - 

TheYear before this learned and holy Primate, Archbjſhop 
Uſher dyed. 1 went to him, and earneſtly defired him to give 
me in Writing his apprehenſions concerning Juſtificacion and 
SanRification by Chriſt, becauſe I had formerly heard him 
preach upon thoſe points, wherein he ſecined ro make thoſe 
great Myſterics more intelligible ro my mean -— chan 
any thing which-I had ever heard from any orhes; bur be- 
cauſe-I had bur an imperfe& and confuſed remembrance of 
the particulars, T took the botdnels to importune him, that 
he would pleaſe to give a brief account of chem in Writing, 
whereby I might the better imprint chem in my Memory, of 
which he would willingly have excuſed himſelf, by declaring 
his Intentions of not writing aty-more, adding, thar if he did 
wrice any thing, it ſhould nor exceed above a ſheer or two 3 
but upon my continued importunity, I art laſt obrained his 
promiſe, | ; 

He coming to Town ſome time afrer, was pleaſed to give 
me a viſit at my own Houſe, where I failed nor to challenge 
the benefit of the Promife he had made me : He replied, 
That he had nt writ, and yet he could not charge himfelf with any 
breach of Promife ;, for (aid he) I began to write, but when I came 
eo wyite of Sandification, that is, of the New Creature, which God 
formeth by his own Spirit in every Soul which he doth truly regene- 
rate, I found ſo little of it wrought in my ſelf, that I conld ſpeak of 
it only as Parrots, by routte, and without the knowledge and under- 
funding of what I might have 'expreſt, and therefore I durſt not 
preſume to proceed any farther upon it, 

And when I ſecm to ſtand amazed to hear ſuch an humble 
Coneſon from ſo great an experienced a Chriſtian : He ad- 
ded, IJ muſt tell you, we do not well underſtand what Sanification 
and the New Creature are : It is no leſs than for a man t9 be brought 
to an entire reſignation of his Will to the Will of G1d,, and to live in 
the Offering up of his Soul continually in the Flames of Lyve, as a 
whole Burnt-Offering to Chriſt; and how little (fays he ) are many 
of thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity experimentally acquainted with this 
work on their Souls. 

By this Diſcourſe I conceived he had very excellently and 
clearly diſcovered ro me that part of Sandtification which he 
was unwilling to write, _ ; | 

I then preſumed to enquire cf him what his preſent apprehen- 
fions were concerning a very great Perſecution which ſhould fall upon 
the Church of God in theſe Nations of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, of which this Reverend Primate had ſpoken with great con- 
fidence many years before, when we were mm the higheſt and fulleſt 
flate of agtward Peace and Settlement. 1 ashed him whether he 
did betieve thoſe ſad times to be paſt, or that they were yet tg come, 
To which he anſwered, Tioat they were yet to come, and that he 
did as confidently expe& it as ever he had done : adding, That 
this ſad Perſecution would fall upon all the Proteſtant Churches in 
Eurcpe. I replied, That I aid hope tt might have been paſt as to 
theſe Niti:ns of ours, ſince I thught, that though we, who are the 
People thereof, have been punithed mach leſs than our ſins have de- 
ferwed, "and that our late Wars had made jar leſs devaſtations than 
War commonly brings upon thoſe Countries where t pleaſeth God in 
Fudzment t) ſuffer it ; yet we muſt needs achnowledg, that many 
great Houſes had been burnt, riined, and left without Inhabitants, 
many great Families impoveriſhed and undoney and many thouſand 
1 ives alſo had been loſt in that bloudy War, and that Ireland and 


Scotlandg 6s well as England, had drunk very deep of the Cup of | 


God's Anger, even to the overthrow of the Government, and the | 


utter dfolation almoſt of a very great part of thoſe Countries: 

Bur this holy Man, turning co me, and fixing his Eyes ups 
on me wich a {erious and irefull look, which he uſually had 
when he ſpake God's word, and not his own ; and when the 
Power of God ſcemed to be upon him, and to conſtrain him 
ro ſpeak, which I could eafity diſcern much to differ from the 
countenance wherewith he uſually ſpake to me; he ſatd thus : 

Fool not your ſelf with ſuch hopes, for I tell yau, All you have yet 
ſeen hath been but the beginning of ſarrows to what is yet to come 
pon the Proteſtant Churches of Christ, who will e'er long fall under 
a ſharper Perſecution than ever yet was upIn them; and therefore 
(laid he to me) look you be not fans in the outward Court, but 
a Worſhipper in the Temple before the Altar ; for Chriſt will meaſure 
all thoſe that profeſs his Name, and call themſelves his People ; and 
the outward Worſhippers he will leave out to be trodden down by the 
Gentiles, The outward Court (ſays he) is the formal Chriſtian, 
whoſe Religion lies in performing the outward Duttes of Chriſtianity, 
without having an inward life , and power of Faith and Love unt- 
ting them to Chriſt , and theſe God will leave to be trodden down, 
and ſwept away by the Gentiles ; but the Worſkippers within the 
Temple, and before the Altar, are thoſe who d2 indeed worſhip Gad 
m Spirit and in Truth, whoſe Souls are made bis Temple, and he is 


homured and adored in the myſt inward thought of their hearts, and 


they ſacrifice their Luſts and vile affetions, yed, and their own will; 
to bh ; and theſe God will hide in the hollow of bis hand, and under 
the ſhadow of his Wings. And this ſhall be one great difference be- 
tween this laſt and all the other preceding Perſecutions; For in the 


| former the moſt eminent and ſpiritual Miniſters and Chriſtians did 
| generally ſuffer moſt, and were moſt violently fallen upon; but in 


this laſt Perſecution theſe ſhall be preſerved by God as a Seed to par- 
tabe of that Ghry which ſhall immediately folbw, and come upin the 
Church, as ſnap as ever this Storm ſhall be over; far as it ſhall be 
the ſharpeſt, ſo it ſhall be ſhorteſt Perſecution of them all; and ſhall 
only take away the groſs Hypocrites and formal Profeſſours, but the 
true Spiritual Believers ſhall be preſerved till the Calamity be over. 

I chen asked him, By what Means or Inſtruments this great 
Tryal ſhould be brought on * He anſwered, By the Papiſts, I re- 
plied, That it ſeemed to me very improbable they ſhould be able to 
doe it, fince they were now lutle countenanced, and but few in theſe 
Nations, and that the hearts of the People were more ſet againſt 
them than ever ſince the Reformation. He anſwered again, That 
it would be by the hands of Papiſts, and in the way of a ſudden 
Maſſacye ; and. that the then Pope ſhould be the chief Inſtrument 


it, 

All this he ſpake with ſo great Aﬀſurance, and wich the 
fame ſerious and concerned Countenance, whicli F have be- 
fore obſerved him to have, when I have heard him forerell 
ſome things which in all humane Appearance were very un- 
likely ro come to paſs, which yer I my felt have lived to fee 
happen according to his PrediCtion, and this made me to give 
the more earneſt Atrention to what he then uttered, 

He then added, That the Papifts were in his Opinion the Gen- 
tiles ſpoken of in the 11th of the Revelations, t9 whom the outward 
Court ſhould be left, that they might tread it under fort : They ha- 
ving received. the Gentiles Worſhip, in their adoring Images, and 
Saints departed, and in taking to _ many Mediatours : 
And this (faid he) the Papiſts are now deſigning among themſelves, 
and therefore be ſare you be ready. 

This was the ſubſtance, and 1 think (for the greateſt part) 
the very ſame words which this holy Man ſpake to me at the 
rime before mentioned, not long before his death, and which 
I wrir down, that fo great and notable a Prediion might not 
be loſt and forgotten by my felt and others. 

This gracious Man repeated the ſame things in ſubſtance to 
his onely Daughter che Lady Tyrril, and that with many tears. 
and much about the ſame rime that he had exprefſed what t: 
atoreſaid ro me, and which the Lady Tyrri/ affured me of wich 
her own mouth ro this purpoſe, 

That opening the Door of his Chamber, She found himwith 
his Eyes lift up toy Heaven, and the Tears ranning apace down his* 
Cheehs, and that he ſeemed to be in an Ecſtaſie, wherein he conti- 
nued for about half an hour, not taking any notice of her, though (be 
came into the Room ;, but at laſt turning to her , he told'ber, That 
his Thoughts had been taberr up abt the Miſeries and Perſecutions 
that were coming upon the Churches of Chriſt, which would be ſe 
ſharp and bitter, that the contemplation of them had fetched thoſe 
Tears from his Eyes, and that he hoped he ſhould nat ltve to ſee it. 
but poſſibly ſhe might, for it was even at the Door : Therefore tabe 
heed (ſays he) that you be not found ſleeping, 

The ſame things he allo repeared roche Lady Byſſe, Wife to 
the preſent Lord Chiet Baron of Ireland, bur with adding this 
circumſtance, That it they brought back the King, it might 
be delayed a little longer , But (ſaid he) it will ſurely come, 
therefore be ſure to look that you be not found ———_— for ut, 

To conclude in the words of Dr. Bernard, ſpeaking of this 
excellent Perſon, Now howſoever I am as far from heeding of 
Propheſies this way as any, yet with me it is not improbable, that 

ſo great a Prophet, ſo ſanfified from his youth, fo knowing and emt- 
nent throughout the Univerſal Church, might have at ſome ſpecia; 
times more than ordinary Motions and Impulſes, in doing the Watcl- 
man's part, of giving warning of Fudgments approaching, 
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